
This is a book of  thoughts collected from the elastic workforce on Amazon.com’s   
 Mechanical Turk website. “A penny for your thoughts” is an intervention on  
 Mturk.com that promotes independent thinking and interpretation among members  
 of  the Mturk community. A human intelligence task (HIT) was placed on  
 Mturk.com that offered a penny in exchange for one unique thought. Over 150   
 workers were commissioned. The topics shared in the submitted thoughts ranged  
 from worries about the global economy to private thoughts about domestic life, praise  
 and prayers to god, and more. A series of  books were created to support each theme 
that arose within the shared thoughts. Anyone can download the series of  books from 

mturkprojects.info. Printing directions are available online, too.

The theme of  this book is l i fe and how to l ive it .



“A penny for your thoughts” is a project conceived and executed by xtine and the 
Mechanical Turk workforce, who were commissioned with a one dollar grant from 
ASDF (2009). This project, including thoughts and books, are licensed cc-by-sa. 
Books are available at mturkprojects.info



I remember to say a little 
pray to a special friend who 
is having an illness today.

I just thank the Lord for 
getting me through this day.



It is a lovely day here in the 
mountains, and the air is so 
refreshing, thank you Lord 
for this beautiful day. 

Who am I? What is  
the purpose of  my life?



Life is too short, be happy 
with what you have because 
you never know when it will 
be taken away from you.

God is so amazing that 
He constantly has our best 
interest at heart. (Credit: Bobbi) 



Today I realized that my life 
did not turn out the way I 
thought it would... 
but that’s ok with me. 

I’m preparing a disaster 
relief  kit for my apartment. 
I wonder if  the disaster will 
hold off  until I’m ready. 



I’m happy to be alive today. 
Today I need to make  
the most of  my day.



I hope that my actions  
help another person today. 

To get something you  
have never had,  
you must do something you 
have never done.



To those who can  
dream there is no such  
place as faraway!! 

Was this over before  
it ever began? 



I am sad for humanity.
It really is the odd 
experiences in life that make 
it worth not being dead.



I am really starting to think 
that the only thing anyone  
of  us has learned from 
history is that we just 
don’t learn from history. 

If  the grass seems greener  
on the other side, try 
cleaning your specs. 



Do something good today 
with integrity. 

Now I am really sure that 
expanding one’s comfort 
zone always pays off. 


